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Position Statement

Impact of climate change
Background
Concerns about climate change and the related impact on human and planetary health are
escalating with planetary degradation continuing at an unprecedented pace. Climate change
now threatens both human health and life-support systems and urgent consolidated global
action is needed.1
The environmental threats to human health resulting from climate change are significant and
many. As the effects of climate change intensify, health services (especially those in low-income
countries) will struggle resulting in inadequate provision of care (including emergency obstetric
and newborn care), family planning, reproductive health care and immunisation. Climate
change may result in human displacement with resulting health impact due to inadequate
nutrition (for pregnant women, newborns, children and adolescents), lack of hygiene services
and supplies in emergency shelters for pregnant women, women who are breastfeeding or
who are menstruating.2 All these factors have the potential to increase global maternal and
infant mortality rates.
As key influencers, all healthcare workers are being urged to act on climate change to minimise
these threats to human health. Midwives have an essential role in influencing social change to
address climate change and contribute to sustainability.
Position
Many of the potential effects of climate change could have serious consequences for women,
newborns and families as well as for midwives themselves. It is therefore important for the
midwifery profession to recognise the significance of the threat of climate change and to find
ways of contributing to the management of local and global environmental issues relating to
climate change.
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Recommendations
ICM encourages member associations to:
• Be aware of the scientific consensus that global climate change is occurring and that
human behaviours are making significant contributions.
• Incorporate the health implications of climate change for childbearing communities into
midwifery education and professional development.
• Recognise the importance of midwifery input in climate change policymaking at
national, regional, and global levels and aim to achieve representation wherever
possible.
• Encourage government agencies to strengthen public health infrastructure to ensure
that the global health effects of climate change can be anticipated and responded to
more efficiently within childbearing communities.
• Encourage midwives to serve as role models for promoting environmental sustainability
and play an active role in educating women and their families on sustainable practices.
• Conduct research to further inform the climate change agenda in relation to both
midwifery practice and the impact of climate change on the childbearing community.
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