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        Background  

While the midwifery profession should be self-governing within the legislation enacted in any country, it is appropriate that women who are reliant on the quality of their caregivers be included in the organisation that develops and oversees any midwifery regulation. ICM has a number of documents such as International Standards, Guidelines and Position Statements that are explicitly supportive of the Women’s Rights in general and in being included in the decisionmaking process that governs their and their baby’s care specifically.  

Collaborating with women in regulating midwifery enhances among others women’s ability (1):  

	 To influence and track the design and delivery of midwifery services of which they are the primary users. 
	 To educate, empower and engage other women and their families on their right to health and quality midwifery services. 
	 To build grass-roots initiatives within communities to track progress and hold governments, development partners and other stakeholders accountable for providing high quality maternal and newborn health care. 


 

Position  

	ICM recognises the importance of inclusion of laywomen on the governing body that oversees and manages midwifery regulation in any country.  
	ICM reccommends that representatives be identified from within the women’s organisations concerned to advance the quality of care in their country  
	ICM urges governments and those engaged in the revision or drafting of midwifery regulation, consult with a broad range of women as to the content of such regulation and its application within their nations.  


(1) Adapted from WHO Immunization 

 

Recommendations  

ICM urges Member Associations to:  

	 Work with the bodies that regulate midwifery in their country and advocate for consultation with women in developing, reviewing and implementing regulation. 
	 Work with women to could become a reality and work to achieve this goal. 
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        Other relevant documents  

	Kreiner M; 2009: Delivering Diversity: Newly Regulated Midwifery Returns to Manitoba, Canada, One Community at A Time. Journal of Midwifery & Womens’Health Vol 54, issue 1 pages 1 -10  
	Price K, Patterson E, Hegney D- 2006: Being strategic: Utilising consumer views to better promote an expanded role for nurses in Australian general practice. Collegian; Journal of the Royal College of Nursing Australia, Vol 12; Issue 4; pages 16-21  


Adopted at Manila International Council meeting, 1999  

Reviewed at Toronto International Council meeting, 2017  

Due for next review 2023 
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