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Name of Board 
Member 

Prof. Rita Borg Xuereb 

Reporting Period 27th February 2020 

Focus of Report Regional + Global    ☐ 

Conference Title  2020 The WHO Year of the Nurse and the 

Midwife: Celebrating Nurses’ and Midwives’ 
Contribution to Health care Locally and Globally 

– Presented by RCSI 

Presentation Title Celebrate, Demonstrate, Mobilise, Unite: ICM 

leads midwives in 2020 
 

Report of Activity(ies) including technical consultations, representation, 
regulation, education and strengthening midwifery associations: 

 
ICM was invited to present at the RCSI Conference entitled ‘2020 The 

WHO Year of the Nurse and the Midwife: Celebrating Nurses’ and 
Midwives’ Contribution to Health care Locally and Globally’. I 

represented ICM at this Conference.  
 

There were approximately 400 delegates. Dr Theresa Frawley, Dean 
Faculty of Nursing and Midwifery, RCSI followed by a recorded message 

from Dr Tedros, WHO, and Ms Elizabeth Iro’s keynote speech entitled 
‘Nurses and midwives making a difference: A global approach for country 
impact’. I followed Elizabeth’s presentation. My keynote’s title was 

‘Celebrate, Demonstrate, Mobilise, Unite: ICM leads midwives in 2020’   
 

The presentation centred on ICM’s activity plan for 2020, which aligns with 
four themes – celebrate, demonstrate, mobilise, unite to advocate for more 

midwives, for more access to midwives, for midwives to have a supportive 
working environment and for gender equality.  I focused on the substantive 

evidence about the impact of care from competent and regulated midwives 
on women, their babies, their families and their communities; discussed 

the challenges and barriers midwives face globally, highlighted the 
evidence about the vital need for midwives and the call for policy guidance 

about the enabling environment that midwives critically need if they are to 
deliver quality  maternity care. In conclusion, ICM will be launching a 

campaign to unify women and midwives as partners working together 
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locally, nationally and globally to lead gender equality and women’s rights 

to care from midwives.   
 

I also participated in a panel discussion focused on the title of the 
Conference. Participants included: Ms Elizabeth Iro, Chief Nursing Officer, 

WHO, Geneva; Ms Annette Kennedy, President, ICN; Lord Nigel Crisp, Co-
chair of the Nursing Now campaign; Professor Richard Ricciardi; President 

Sigma Theta Tau, International, Dr Siobhan O’Halligan, Chief Nursing Officer, 
Ireland and Dr Geraldine Shaw Nursing and Midwifery Director, Ireland.  
There were a number of interventions from the audience. 

 
Current Issues of Significance:  

 
It was a perfect opportunity to stage how ICM is very much on the global 

arena and continuously growing; showcase the work of ICM and its effort to 
create high quality and equitable health outcomes for women and newborns, 

irrespective of where they live and a strong midwifery profession that leads 
with integrity.  

 
An opportunity to show ICM’s plans to build on the global momentum and 

spotlight on the profession. 
 

A great occasion to lobby for the 32nd Triennial congress in Bali, 21-25 June. 
 

The presentation impressed both delegates and presenters on ICM’s work 
and the strength of the evidence concerning the work and vital need for 

midwives as key to quality maternity care.  


